Week 13
Dear Parents,

This week we are taking a well-deserved break to focus on games that have a math or logic focus.
Games I intend to play in class include:

1) Krypto

2) Rack-o

3) Bagels

4) 99

5) Battleship

6) Blokus

Krypto is a great game for incorporating an understanding of basic math well under a fun time pressure.  Five cards are dealt out with a 6th target card.  People race against each other to use addition, subtraction, multiplication and division with all of the first five cards to equal the 6th target card.  A truly great game.  Strategy includes figuring out ways to make zero's and one's as those are the easiest to manipulate.

Rack-o is a strategy game that incorporates planning and sequencing.  You are dealt 10 cards randomly and place in your rack.  By picking and replacing one card at a time your rack has to list cards from lowest to highest.  Intuitively, children develop a sense of probability using this game.

Bagels was the first logic game we learned in class.  If you don't know how to play this one, please as your student to explain!

99 - again a perennial classroom favorite.  The rules are listed on my website.

Battleship - a timeless classic that helps children understand coordinate planes.  Understanding coordinates will help children IMMENSELY when they get to graphing and Algebra.  I attribute my success in Algebra to untold hours of Battleship as a youngster.

Blockus - is a great spatial patterning strategy game.
Games are a great way to have fun as a family and give a great gift of intuitive number sense.  My kids LOVE Family Game Night!

I have received comments from people that would like work over Christmas Break and some who would not.  To meet everyone ones needs, I am putting up Review Page homework.  If you want your child to work on math over Christmas, encourage them to work on their Times Table speed, and complete these Review Pages.  If you want your family to have a solid break, then that's fine too!  See you in January.
Have a great Christmas Break!
Thank you,

Marna Marteeny

www.kirklandmasterymath.com
